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Have you ever heard that old saying 
"possession is nine-tenths of the law"? 
In the world of real estate, it can 
sometimes be difficult to determine 
exactly who has the rightful claim to a 
piece of property. When multiple 
parties lay claim to land, a quiet title 
action can help resolve any confusion 
and establish clear ownership. 

It can also be used to clarify rights and 
interests in the property, such as 
easements or deed restrictions. One 
common reason for initiating a quiet 
title action is to clear up any potential 

cloud on the title, such as conflicting deeds or 
missing heirs. In cases where a previous owner had 
not properly dealt with liens or mortgages, a quiet 
title action can also help to establish clear ownership 
and avoid future complications. Another scenario 
where one might consider a quiet title action is 
when there is unclear boundary lines or 
encroachment issues with neighboring properties.

This legal proceeding allows a party with a claim to 
the property to bring a lawsuit against anyone else 
asserting ownership. By going through this process, 
ownership can be settled once and for all, preventing 
future disputes and protecting the owner's rights. 

A quiet title action can provide peace of mind and 
protect the legality of one's ownership rights in such 

property, as well as clarity for both 
potential buyers and borrowers. 

Our attorneys at Baker Law Group 
have experience assisting clients with 
quiet title actions. We understand the 
ins and outs of the process - which 
involves researching ownership, 
drafting pleadings to establish clear 
ownership, serving notice to all 
parties with potential interest in the 
property, and requesting final 
judgment from a court to officially 
establish the owner - and will 
advocate for your best interests every 
step of the way. Don't hesitate to 
contact us for support.
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The best views, the best 
music, and the best 
team having fun - 
that's what went down 
at this year's Red Rocks 
Concert!

What better than a  
fun and unplugging 
day at the only 
naturally-occurring, 
acoustically perfect  
amphitheater in the 
world to enjoy music 
and show gratitude to 
our top-notch team at 
Baker Law Group.

We have accomplished 
so much in the past 
year, and it would have 
not been possible 
without each one of 
you going above and 
beyond for our clients 
and putting in your 
hard work and 
dedication every day. 

I want to express our 
gratitude for all that 
you do and affirm that 
each of your 
contributions is 
valuable and 
appreciated. Thank 
you for being such a 
vital part of this team. 
Keep up the great 
work!

-Jereme Baker
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When real estate ownership is split 
among multiple parties, it can often 
lead to disputes over the use and 
management of the property. In these 
cases, filing a partition action may be 
necessary to settle ownership and 
determine what should be done with 
the property. 

Partition actions involve any situation 
where a property must be divided 
among co-owners, such as in the case 
of divorce or the dissolution of a 
business partnership, disputes between 
investors in high-stakes commercial 
properties, or everyday individuals 
going through a personal or family 
disagreement. It may also involve 
breaking a business into separate 
entities. This can be required for a 
variety of reasons, from simplifying 
ownership structures to improving 
management and financial focus, but it 
must be planned carefully to ensure the 
desired outcome is achieved. 

Partitions of this type, however, may 
not always be possible or practical, 
particularly if the jointly owned asset 
cannot be easily divided into separate 
parts so that each party has sole 
ownership of a portion (such as a single 
building or company). In these cases, 
the parties may need to negotiate a 
buyout or reach an agreement on how 
to proceed with the sale.

How do partition actions work?

Real estate is often a significant 
financial investment, so it's 
recommended that co-owners try

and find a resolution through open communication 
and negotiation before reaching this stage. After all, 
it's in everyone's best interest to come to an 
agreement without having to resort to a costly and 
time-consuming lawsuit. If the parties cannot come 
to an agreement, any of the owners can file a 
partition action in court,  with the support of a civil 
law attorney. This legal action will ask the court to 
divide up ownership or sell the property, 
distributing proceeds among all parties involved. 

It's important to bear in mind that anyone with an 
interest in the property must be included in the 
lawsuit or risk delaying a final decision. This means 
that lenders, or any other parties who hold a legal 
claim to the property, must also participate in the 
case. Otherwise, their interests may not be properly 
represented during the proceedings. 

The location of the property in question is also of 
utmost importance. Even if the joint property 
owners live in different counties or even different 
states, the action must be filed with the county 
where the property is located. This can seem 
counterintuitive at first, as it may seem easier and 
more convenient to file in a county where one or 
more of the owners reside. However, local rules and 
regulations pertaining to land and property can 
vary greatly from county to county and state to 
state. Therefore, it is always best to file with the
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Partition Actions: Dividing Up Real Property
territory that has jurisdiction over the 
specific piece of property in question. 
Failing to do so could potentially delay 
or derail the partition process entirely.

Now, before reaching a resolution, the 
court will look at evidence that proves 
each party's contributions such as 
renovations they have completed, 
regular maintenance, or payments 
towards expenses like property taxes 
or mortgage payments. For example, if 
one party paid for a renovation that 
increased the value of the property 
significantly, they may request to 
receive a larger percentage of the sale 
proceeds. These factors can ultimately 
affect the amounts awarded to each 
party after the sale – amount that will 
also be affected by any remaining 
mortgages, liens, and tax payments to 
be satisfied. 

Of course, there is always the option 
for the parties, through their attorneys, 
to negotiate and come to an agreement 
to sell the property without judicial 
intervention. However, it will be 
crucial that a binding settlement 
agreement be drawn up to ensure that 
all parties follow through on their 
promises.

Partition actions require diligent 
attention to both legal and practical 
considerations, as the division of a 
property can have significant financial 
and emotional consequences for 
everyone. Seeking out expert guidance 
and taking a thoughtful, considerate 
approach can help make the process 
smoother for all parties.
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In the know
The Inflation Reduction Act 
 and Small Businesses 

The Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 is 
expected to help tackle inflation by 

reducing the deficit. It contains1 $500 billion in new spending and tax breaks 
that aim to boost clean energy, reduce 
healthcare costs, and increase tax 
revenues. 

Among other things, the provisions 
include asking the wealthy and large 
corporations to pay their fair share, 
reducing costs for small businesses by 
stimulating U.S. supply chains, cutting 
energy costs and doubling the Research 
and Development (R&D) Tax Credit, as 
well as an investment in the Internal 
Revenue Services that aims to protect 
businesses making less than $400,000 
per year from getting a tax increase.

If your business s likely to be impacted 
by the passing of this Act, it's important 
to count on a trusted advisor who can 
help you navigate the complexities of 
the law. Consulting with a financial 
advisor, accountant, or attorney who 
has knowledge of the Act can help you  
make informed decisions about your 
finances and potential legal 
implications, identify opportunities for 
growth and prepare you for any 
potential challenges that may arise. 
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